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Grassroots Sport

The 14th Northumberland Tennis 
Awards were  held at the Northum-
berland Club in Jesmond  as part of 
the week-long Northumberland 
Open - one of the largest tourna-
ments of its kind in the UK.

The awards recognised the 
achievements of Northumberland 
players, coaches, officials, volun-
teers and schools over the past year.

This year’s ceremony was extra 
special as it included a lifetime 
achievement award and a meritori-
ous service award  - as well as the 
annual Ann horler Memorial Salver 
and the Gordon Brewis Service to 
Tennis Awards.

The Lifetime Achievement 
Award, the first ever given by the 
county, was presented to Robin 
Robinson. 

Robinson enjoyed a remarkable 
playing career in county tennis 
spanning 55 years including junior, 
senior, over-45s, over-55s  and over- 
65s representation.

his last triumph was to win the 
International Tennis Federation’s 
over-70 singles title in 2015.

The Meritorious Service Award 
was presented to Keith Whitfield.

 Whitfield this year celebrated his 
50th year as honorary secretary of 
the Northumberland and Durham 
Inter-Club Tennis League. 

Northumberland Lawn Tennis 
Association Chris Lott said: “The 
county association and all the 
Northumberland clubs involved in 

the league owe Keith a huge debt of 
gratitude for the commitment, ded-
ication and time he has devoted to 
ensuring the smooth running of the 
league over the last 50 years.” 

In addition to his tenure as league 
secretary, Whitfield also had a con-
siderable playing career, represent-
ing the county senior team for many 
years  - including a spell as captain.

The Ann horler Memorial Salver 
is awarded each year to a player 
who has shown exceptional 

improvement or displayed real 
potential. 

This year’s accolade went to 
Aimee Knowles, who during the 
year has been a regular tournament 
winner or finalist. 

Lott added: “This award recog-
nises Aimee’s future potential as 
well as her current achievements.”

The Gordon Brewis Service to 
Tennis Award winner was Graeme 
Manwell, founder and current 
chairman of the North east Visually 

Impaired Tennis Club. The LTA 
awards committee received two 
separate nominations detailing why 
Manwell should receive this award. 

One said: ”he was responsible for 
starting this club and goes above 
and beyond to provide superb 
opportunities for all the club mem-
bers. 

“he attends weekly training ses-
sions where he takes on a voluntary 
coaching role to assist the players.

“he organises transport for events 
and works so hard behind the 
scenes to secure funding and spon-
sorships  - without which the club 
would not be the thriving club it is 
today. 

“Graeme’s efforts in what is a vol-
untary role are outstanding.”

The awards were hosted by Lott 
and Jo Cunliffe, the LTA’s North 
Region Participation Manager.

Trophies were presented by Ian 
Brown, president of the Northum-
berland Tennis Association.
FULL list of award winners - Most Improved Junior Boy: Sam 
Knowles (Cullercoats Tennis Club).
Most Improved Junior Girl:  Teodora Prisadnikova (The North-
umberland Club).
Individual Performance of the Year: Abby Kelliher (The North-
umberland Club).
School of the Year: Grange First School.
Team of the Year:  Ponteland Ladies First team,
Young Competition Organiser of the Year: Jack Lakenby.
Adult Volunteer of the Year:  David Pope (Collingwood Tennis 
Club).
Junior Volunteer of the Year: Chris Jeffery (Ponteland Tennis 
Club).
Coach of the Year: Tracy Smith (The Northumberland Club).
Club of the Year: Beverley Park Tennis Club.
Ann Horler Memorial Salver: Aimee Knowles.
Gordon Brewis Service to Tennis: Graeme Manuel (chairman 
of the North East Visually Impaired Tennis Club). 
Lifetime Achievement Award: Robin Robinson. 
Meritorious Service Award – Keith Whitfield.

Smashing honours  
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Robin Robinson (left) receives the Lifetime Achievement Award and Keith 
Whitfield (right) the Meritorious Service Award  from Northumberland LTA 
president Ian Brown (centre) at the 14th annual Northumberland Tennis Awards

Aimee Knowles receives the Ann 
Horler Silver Salver from Ian Brown

Graeme Manwell (left) receives the Gordon 
Brewis Service to Tennis Award from Ian Brown

NORTHERN Alliance Premier 
Division outfit Alnwick Town lost  
8-0 to Northern League Division 
Two side Bedlington Terriers  in 
the opening round of the 
Northumberland Senior Cup.

Dylan Williamson struck five 
times and was joined on the 
scoresheet by Bradley Higgins (2) 
and Stephen Young. 

■■GATESHEAD Hockey Club’s 
senior men’s side claimed a 2-1 
victory at Hartlepool in Northern 
League Division One.

Bowens and Underwood were 
the scorers for the Tynesiders.

■■THE North East Midweek 
Cricket League has vacancies for 
the 2019 season.

Any teams interested should 
e-mail Don Catley at don@catley.
org.

■■ROCKLIFF Rugby Club 
maintained their early-season 
form in Durham and  
Northumberland League Division 
Two with a 21-12 win over 
promotion rivals Sunderland.

Ryan Rapallo, Rhys Johnstone 
and Liam Bowman were the 
Whitley Bay side’s try scorers, 
Johnstone adding the three 
conversions. 

■■ASTLEY A defeated Tynedale 
31-29 in Division One of the 
Northumberland Winter Netball 
League’s Ladies’ League.

Concordia A overcame 
Morpeth A 61-19 and Medics saw 
off Amble A 51-17.

■■SEAHOUSES Golf Club has 
received the prestigious GolfMark 
award from England Golf.

The award is given to clubs 
which successfully work to 
develop the game in four areas, 
including attracting new 
members and offering coaching 
and playing opportunities for all 
golfers.

■■SUNDERLAND Harriers 
Athletics Club is offering people  
the chance to become involved in 
coaching through a selection of 
courses as part of England 
Athletics’ #gocoach campaign.

For more details go to www.
gocoach.englandathletics.org.

■■PONTELAND enjoyed double 
success in the Northumberland 
Winter Netball League’s Under-12 
Division.

The A team beat Wansbeck B 
15-4 while the B squad were 20-0 
winners against Hexham. 

■■NORTHERN Rugby Club is 
encouraging more women to take 
up the sport  - thanks to help 
from motor retailer Lookers.

The club’s aim is to train girls 
from six to 15 and establish 
teams in the under-11, under-13  
and under-15 age categories over 
the next three seasons.

■■HEBBURN-based St Aloysius 
Judo Club’s Felicity Moon, 10, 
achieved her first dan black belt 
while her club colleague Trevor 
Sullivan, 47, celebrated winning 
his second dan black belt.
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